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NOTES AND NEWS 



We take the following from a brief account of Lord Kelvin's philos- 
ophy contributed by Sir Oliver Lodge to Nature : " Whereas it had been 
hoped to explain force in terms of latent motion, Lord Kelvin in later 
years sought to expound motion in terms of force, giving up the kinetic 
unification of the material universe in favour of a conception more arbi- 
trary and descriptive, and permitting himself to regard force as perhaps 
an equally fundamental, perhaps a more fundamental, conception than 
motion. It may be that philosophers will concede the (to me) somewhat 
improbable proposition that an explanation in terms of force and action- 
at-a-distance will be as satisfactory as an elucidation in terms of motion 
and a continuous medium. To Lord Kelvin it would appear that both 
solutions were equally satisfactory, and that it was only a question of 
which was the most tractable. In any case it is notewothy that he 
took up so clear and definite a position; it is the key to much of his recent 
work, and to the difficulties which he felt in accepting some of the hypoth- 
eses which are a natural consequence of the electrical theory of matter 
and of some of the facts of radio-activity. It now seems not unnatural 
that he should have sought to express and explain these great results 
otherwise. His attitude is both coherent and reasonable; though I would 
urge that most theoretical advance and discovery (in the hands of Max- 
well and others) has been along the continuous and medium line, which, 
if not the line of ultimate explanation, is at any rate that of achievement. 
At the same time, it must be admitted that, if a longitudinal impulse is 
transmitted by an incompressible medium at an infinite pace, the process 
becomes barely distinguishable from action at a distance, through a force 
varying according to a specified law. Or— putting what is virtually the 
same thought in another way—the influence of an electron, or matter- 
unit, whose field of force extends infinitely in all directions, need not be 
conceived as limited by some arbitrary boundary beyond which thing3 
can be said to be at a distance from it. . . . The conclusion of the dis- 
cussion on the constitution of the atom may be summed up thus: The 
internal energy of Lord Kelvin's model atom is static or potential. The 
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internal energy of the hypothetical atom at which others are working is 
kinetic. The disintegration of radium in the former case is comparable 
to the explosion of an unstable chemical compound, like gun-cotton. In 
the latter case it must be represented by something more akin to the 
flying to pieces of a single rapidly spinning unit, such as a fly-wheel. 
And so for the present the matter stands." 

The degree of D. Sc. honoris causa was conferred on Professor James 
Ward, at the Encaenia, at Oxford, on June 24. In presenting him for 
the degree, Professor Love spoke as follows: Inter Psychologos nemo 
clarior est quam Jacobus Ward, qui Psychologiam, cuius sciential pro- 
prium sit singulorum sensus tractare, non ex alia scientia pendere sed 
sui iuris esse constanter asseverat : cuius in ore semper est vox ilia " Ego 
sum. Nihil mihi hoc verius ? " Qui vir ita priorum repertis usus est ut 
erroribus vitatis longius progrederetur : idem si quid boni uspuam in- 
venisset non aspernatus novam, quae latissime pateret, rationem excogi- 
tavit et necessitudinem quandam inter mentem nostram et rerum naturam 
intercedere docuit. Psychologiam etiam cum aliis scientia? generibus 
artissime cohaerere monstravit et omnibus qui cognoscendi ratio quae sit 
investigant vel hominum moribus student utilissimam esse contendit. 
Neque ei satis erat huic scientiae novum quasi fundamentum praebere, sed 
multorum diverso in genere philosophorum opiniones reprehendit: quae 
omnia in libro paucos abhine annos edito pervulgata cum iis qui rerum 
natures investigandae operam dant turn iis qui philosophise potissimum 
incumbunt maxime profuerunt. 

The third international congress on the history of religions will be 
held at Oxford from September 15-18 next. Professor E. B. Taylor, 
F.R.S., is the honorary president; Sir A. C. Lyall, the president, and 
Professor Percy Gardner, the chairman of the local committee. The 
business of the congress will be conducted in nine sections, and there 
will be general meetings for papers and lectures of wide importance, as 
well as meetings of sections. In addition to the addresses by the presi- 
dent and by the presidents of sections, numerous important papers will 
be read. English, French, German, and Italian will be recognized as 
official languages. Offers of papers should be sent to the honorary sec- 
retaries, Dr. J. Estlin Carpenter, 109 Banbury Road, Oxford, and Dr. L. 
R. Farnell, 191 Woodstock Road, Oxford. 



